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According to retired KGB agent Alexan- 
der Feklisov, the Rosenberg spy ring con- 
sisted of the following people: 



■ Studied electronic 
engineering at City 
College of New York 
with Rosenberg, 
graduating in 1938. 
He was a member of 
the Young Communist 
League. Feklisov says 
that Rosenberg 
recruited Barr as a 
intelligence 
agent toward the end 
of 1942, at a time 
when he was working 
for Western Electric in New York City. 
Feklisov says he met with Barr on 
numerous occasions, and received 
valuable information from him on infrared 
sights and missile electronics. 

After the war, Barr moved to France, 
but disappeared in June 1950, at a time 
when the FBI was closing in on other 
members of the Rosenberg spy ring. He 
reappeared in public 40 years later in St. 
Petersburg, Russia. Living under the 
pseudonym Joseph Berg, he had played a 
key role in constructing a radar-controlled 
antiaircraft system for the Soviet Union. 
Since 1991, he has been moving freely 
between the United States and Russia. 
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The FBI’s files on the Rosenberg case 
contain numerous references to Barr, but 
he was never charged with any crime. He 
has repeatedly denied any involvement in 
Soviet espionage. 

ALFRED SARANT 

a A classmate of Joel 
Barr at CCNY. Worked 
at the Signal Corps 
laboratory in Fort 
Monmouth, NJ. 
According to Feklisov, 
Sarant was recruited 
to work for Soviet 
intelligence by Barr in 
1943. Feklisov says 
that Sarant worked as 
a subagent of Barr and 
did not have 
independent contacts 
with Soviet intelligence. The FBI claimed 
that Barr and Sarant photographed secret 
materials foFthe Soviets at an apartment 
they shared at 65 Morton Street in 
Greenwich Village. 

Sarant disappeared from the United 
States in July 1950, shortly after being 
questioned by FBI agents about his 
connection with Rosenberg. He 
reappeared in the Soviet Union under the 
pseudonym Philip Staros, working with 
Barr on the development of the Soviet 
military electronics industry. He died in 
Moscow in 1979 of a heart attack. 



a A classmate of Barr 
and Morton Sobell at 
CCNY. Specialized in 
aircraft engineering 
and became one of 
America’s leading 
experts in jet 
propulsion and 
supersonic flight. He 
worked for the 
National Advisory 
Committee for 
Aeronautics, first in 
Washington and then 
in Cleveland. According to Feklisov, Perl 
was recruited for Soviet intelligence at 
Rosenberg’s suggestion. Feklisov says 
that he traveled to Cleveland to meet with 
Perl in late 1944, and to arrange a courier 
system to receive his materials. 

Questioned by FBI agents in August 
1950, Perl denied knowing either 
Rosenberg or Sobell. He was convicted of 
perjury and sentenced to a five-year 
prison term in 1951, but repeatedly 
denied that he was involved in a Soviet 
espionage ring. According to American 
intercepts of Soviet intelligence traffic, 

Perl provided the Kremlin with important 
information on aeronautics, for which he 
received a $500 bonus in 1944. Now 
deceased. 
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MORTON SOBELL 

■ A CCNY classmate 
of Perl and Barr. 
Worked at the General 
Electric laboratory at 
Schenectady, N.Y. 
According to Feklisov, 
Sobell was recruited in 
1944 by Rosenberg. 
Feklisov says he met 
with Sobell frequently 
in in Manhattan in 
1944 and 1945, and 
received important 
information from him 
on military radar systems and future radio 
engineering projects. Sobell, who now 
lives in San Francisco, denies ever 
meeting with Feklisov or any other Soviet 
citizen during World War II. 

Sobell disappeared to Mexico in the 
summer of 1950, at a time when the FBI 
was investigating the Rosenberg spy ring. 
Kidnapped by Mexican agents and forcibly 
deported to the United States, he was a 
co-defendant with Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg. In 1951, he was sentenced to 
a 30-year prison term, of which he served 
18 years. Released in 1980, he 
subsequently worked for a medical 
electronics firm, and wrote a book, “On 
Doing Time," about his prison experiences 
on Alcatraz island. He maintains his 
innocence. I 
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DAVID GREENGLASS 

■ The brother of Ethel 
Rosenberg, Greenglass 
worked as a mechanic 
on the U.S. atomic 
bomb project at Los 
Alamos, N.M. 

According to Feklisov, 
Julius Rosenberg 
mentioned that 
Greenglass was working 
on the bomb project in 
September 1944. In 
January 1945, 
Greenglass went to 
New York on leave. Feklisov says he 
arranged a meeting between Greenglass 
and the Soviet field officer in charge of 
atomic espionage, Anatoly Yatskov. Yatskov 
later told Feklisov that he had not received 
“any worthwhile information" from 
Greenglass. 

Questioned by the FBI in June 1950, 
Greenglass confessed to Soviet espionage, 
and named Julius Rosenberg as his 
recruiter. He changed his testimony during 
the investigation to also implicate his sister, 
Ethel, saying she had typed espionage 
material. Under a plea bargain with federal 
prosecutors, he served a 15-year prison 
term for espionage. His wife Ruth was 
permitted to go free. Greenglass lives in 
upstate New York under an assumed name. 

—Michael Dobbs 
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